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Happy New Year and we hope all of you had an enjoyable
holiday! Looking forward to 2008, the priority is that we
need to get the word out that the Santa Maria Valley
Railroad is a freight railroad presently serving shippers
and receivers in the Santa Maria Valley and the
surrounding area.

Rail transportation play a very important economic part of
the Santa Maria Valley. Our dinner excursions and special
events got the railroad back into the public’s view but the
public and our local government needs to know that the
SMVRR together with the Union Pacific Railroad, deliver an
efficient, cost effective, and environmentally friendly freight
transportation service helping businesses in the Santa
Maria Valley and the surrounding area to continue to be
competitive in this global marketplace.

Some of our customers asked what they can do to help.
One way is to form a Santa Maria Valley Rail Shippers
Association. The goals are to provide an organization to
address rail service matters and how to improve rail service
for all of our customers. The Association could assist the
Santa Maria Valley Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad

in matters affecting rail service such as legislative issues
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Looking Forward to 2008
Fourth Quarter Updates
Santa Maria Valley Rail Shippers Association

Rail Transportation Consultant now in Santa Maria
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On December 3, 2007 Union Pacific Operations changed the
northbound train service. Previously our inbound loads were
brought up by the MWCPT from West Colton to the Union
Pacific yard in Guadalupe. The MWCPT provided us with
excellent service with an average of 4 % trains per week.
Our inbound loads are now brought up by the ILCOA twice a
week where they are staged in the GEMCO yard near Van
Nuys.

We are working with Union Pacific operations to improve this
service. Please let us know how this service is affecting you
so we can keep Union Pacific Railroad informed with this new
service.
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SMVRR'’s Maintenance of Way forces exceeded our goals in
tie replacement and track work for 2007. As the rains came
in December, they focused on completion of rebuilding the
ballast regulator and a complete overhaul of the MOW push
carts. They are ready to continue to rehab the SMVRR.
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An organizational meeting for the Santa Maria Valley
Rail Shippers Association will be held Wednesday
February 6 at 10:00 at the SMVRR Freight Depot. The
goals of the Association are to address rail service
matters and to educate and inform the public the
benefits of rail transportation.




